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ABSTRACT 

The "War on Poverty" has focused on the economic, 
educational, and social disadvantage of great segments of our 
population. Prominent among the disadvantaged is the North American 
Indian, living in the mainstream of the dominant culture and in the 
more isolated setting of the government reservation. One of the basic 
difficulties faced in efforts to improve the lot of the Indian in 
today*s society is that of communication between the Indian and the 
ncn-lndian. Government and private agencies concerned with such 
matters are turning to the academic community in terms of funded 
research, curriculum development, and teacher development. To respond 
more meaningfully to these requests, the scholar must be aware of the 
investigations of his colleagues, past and present. This 
bibliography, containing approximately 600 items published between 
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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN 
SPEECH AND SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
Lynn R. Osborn 

The ’’War on Poverty" of recent years has focused increasingly 
on the economic, educational., and social disadvantage of great 
segments of our population. Prominent among these is the North 
American Indian, living both in the mainstream of the dominant 
culture and in the more isolated setting of the government 
reservation. 

It is accepted generally that one of the basic difficulties 
faced in efforts to improve the lot of the Indian in today's 
society is that of communication between the Indian and the non- 
Indian. A vast array of barriers. . .cultural and language 
differences, mistrust, geographic isolation, prejudice, and lack 
of mutual respect, to name just a few... have stood, and to a great 
degree still stand, in the way of strengthening these communication 
ties. 

Both government and private agencies concerned with such 
matters are turning to the academic community for assistance in 
terms of funded research, curriculum development, and teacher 
preparation. In order to respond meaningfully to these requests, 
the scholar must be aware of the investigations and findings of 
his colleagues, past and present. Only then may he assess and 
evaluate the significance of his own contributions. This biblio- 
graphy is an attempt to provide a comprehensive listing of resource 
materials for those studying the speech and spoken language of 
the North American Indian. As no bibliography is ever complete, 
the writer is hopeful that omissions or additions will be brought 
to his attention for inclusion in future revisions. 
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